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AIHS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
The American Italian Heritage Society encourages, promotes and preserves Italian culture and  
heritage with activities centered upon Italian traditions, foods, language, religious 
fests, history, folklore, customs, celebrations, music, dance and family genealogy. 
   
As we approach 2026 renewals, we want to remind all our members of the  
benefits of being part of the Society. Please take some time to think of others in 
the community, family members, co-workers and friends, who would be interested 
in joining. Membership renewals will be mailed this month. 
 

Please make sure you pay your dues by the June 1st deadline. 
 

Membership Benefits  
•   Monthly Membership Meetings  

Camaraderie with members discussing Italian interests. Periodic speakers on such topics as history, 
culture, foods, travel, oral histories and genealogy. We have added a social hour before the business 
meeting for members to visit and enjoy a variety of foods.  

•   Sausage & Meatball Fundraisers and Pasta Dinners 

AIHS makes Italian Sausage, Meatballs and other Society specialty foods three times a year as fund-
raisers for the Society. Two Pasta Dinner fundraisers offered in the spring and fall.  

•   Complimentary Member Events  

The Summer Members Family Picnic, The Epiphany Celebration and the offer complimentary dinner 
and entertainment to our members. Also a yearly St. Jospeh’s Day Celebration. 

• Newsletter  

 A Monthly Newsletter is emailed in color to all current members. This Newsletter is the pipeline for 
 information and communication of all Society events. This Newsletter contains interesting articles 
 on Italian Heritage and recipes from our Italian Cookbook.   

•   La Festa Italiana  

A Celebration of Italian Heritage for the Omaha community for over 40 years! This year it will be held 
on September 4, 5, 6. Our 42nd annual FESTA 

• Scholarships 

 Two College Scholarships are offered annually to active members’ children.  

*We have offered these benefits to our members for nearly 45 years!* 

Please Join the AIHS Today and Enroll a New Member!  
              Call our office at 402.493.8888x1 or email to secretary@omahaitaly.com  
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 UPCOMING EVENTS       
May Membership Meeting     Members Summer Picnic     
Monday, May 11th      Sunday, May 31st 1-5 PM 
Social Hour 6:30 PM      
Meeting to begin 7:30 PM     Motor Festa   
         Saturday, June 13th - Gates open Noon  
Membership Drive  -  May       
*Please enroll a new member!    Summer Sausage Sale 
         Saturday, June 27th  

April 2026 Membership Meeting Report 
 The Social Hour was held at 6:30 pm before the start of the meeting. Members enjoyed the shared covered dishes in-

cluding slider sandwiches, pasta & chicken casserole, marinated olives, fruits and veggies with dips, an Italian salad and several 

desserts including chocolate cake and tiramisu. Members shared friendly conversations and camaraderie. We always want to  

invite all members to come and enjoy this comfortable time to spend time visiting old friends and even make some new friends. 

The General Membership Meeting, held on April 13, 2026, was called to order by President Terry Bolamperti and was opened 

with the Pledge of Allegiance with John Portera and Joe Daniels as flag-bearers. Both John and Joe served our country during the 

Vietnam War. There were 22 members in attendance. Members were asked to take a moment of silence to remember all of our 

members that are ill and for any members that have passed away recently. Special attention to Lou Buda and Sam Marasco, both 

hospitalized this month. The minutes of last month’s meeting were read and approved. The Treasurers Report was given by  

President Terry Bolamperti and was approved by members. The event planner for the Palazzo, Catering Creations, has currently 

booked over 40 events in 2026 and around a dozen bookings in 2027. This is a very good start for their second full year.                                      

 Old Business discussed were Society events including the March 8, 2026 Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner, which was very 

successful. There was a large group that chaired the Dinner with Bob Rodino running the kitchen. We want to thank all the  

volunteers that helped prepare the food and setting-up the hall before the dinner, all those helping at the event and also special 

thanks to those volunteering with clean-up. We also celebrated St Joseph’s Day at the Spaghetti Dinner since overlapping days of 

the events resulted in a scheduling conflict. We want to thank Joe and Jeanne Gregory who chaired the St. Joseph’s Table to  

honor the Saint. We thank all members that helped in any way. Also discussed was the Easter Sausage Fundraiser held on March 

28, 2026 at which we nearly sold out of most items with only a few items that are still available for purchase. An awful lot of work 

goes into this event in the previous month along with the last couple days cutting pork and stuffing the fresh sausage. All  

volunteers were thanked sincerely for their efforts to make this fundraiser a success. On April 10th we put on a TGIF Italian Style-

Pizza Night. Once again we had a great group of volunteers that grated the cheese, cooked and prepared the crumbled sausage, 

cut the head- lettuce, made the salad dressing, the tomato pizza sauce and of course the ones that prepared, cooked and served 

the pizzas. Volunteers also ran the front desk, bartended and helped clean the kitchen and the ballroom. They are all appreciated 

and we are blessed to have such great volunteers. Mille Grazie!  

 New Business discussed was the planned Wine Tasting Experience on May 2, 2026, at which 5 different imported Italian 

wines will be served and paired with a delicious Italian meal. Also on May 2nd, the Society is taking part in a no-cost Multi-

Cultural Fair held outdoors at Westside High School. Tom Morinelli is chairing the group to represent the Italian Booth with em-

phasis on Italian history, culture sports and food. They plan on having posters, bocce ball demos and a couple hundred fresh bis-

cotti given out to attendees. There will also be involvement with the Santa Lucia and the Sons of Italy. The AIHS Membership 

Drive  is approaching and dues statements will be mailed out to all members in May. All were asked to enroll a new member and 

send in the dues by June 1, 2026. The annual Member’s Summer Picnic will once again be held on Sunday, May 31st at the 

Palazzo on the Festa grounds. Lastly the Society will be putting on the Pasta, Pizza & Sausage Motor Festa on Saturday, June 13th 

at the Palazzo. Jim Mazzei and Terry Bolamperti will be chairing the event. More details are in the Newsletter. The meeting was 

adjourned and the Piece of the Pie winners were Larry Belfiore and Wayne Moore. All are welcome to the next Membership 

Meeting to be held on Monday, May 11, 2026.                  

 

Submitted by President Terry Bolamperti 
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WINE TASTING EXPERIENCE  MAY 2025 
 The American Italian Heritage Society held a Wine Tasting Experience on May 2, 2026.  88 guests in 
attendance enjoyed the annual event at the Palazzo. Tom Morinelli chaired this popular and enjoyable 
event. Once again he did a wonderful job along with our super-organized Secretary, Beth Phillips. The  
ballroom was beautifully decorated compliments of talented volunteers including Beth, Larry and Barbara 
Pence, Micky Bolamperti and Tom Morinelli. Pre-washing all the dishes and glasses and then wiping spots off 
the wine glasses and polishing the silverware was done by Carmen Grosse and Barbara Pence.  
 The guests entered and the evening began the 5 course dinner with Quaffing of red and white Italian 
imported wines from Abruzzo and Basilica, accompanied with an impressive antipasti table with a variety of 
grapes, strawberries, cantaloupe, crackers, salami, breads and a variety of olives and cheeses. After the  
antipasti, the next course was served which included Italian Garden Salad and homemade Ham and Navy 
Bean Soup paired with a wine from Sicily. The third course was Fried Ravioli served with Bolognese sauce.  
The main meal was Braised Short-ribs served with a reduced Demi glaze sauce and sautéed Asparagus and a 
side of Mushroom Risotto. This was served with fresh Rotella’s banquet rolls and paired with a smooth wine, 
Trabucco Primitivo from Campania. To conclude the dining experience, a delicious homemade Tiramisu was 
served, which was prepared by Micky Bolamperti, and paired with a Piedmont Brachetto dessert wine.  
 The wines served were all imported Italian wines provided by Grant Gaston from The Italian Vine 
wine distributors. Grant gave an interesting description of all the wines served and how they pair with the 
dinner selections. Grant poured the wines at the dinner along with his co-worker Shawn and Society  
member Salvatore Risicato. Everyone learned a lot about these wines making it an experience in wine 
tasting. The entire dinner was staffed by our wonderful and dedicated volunteers. Chefs Bob Rodino and  
Mike Bertino did a fantastic job of preparing the meal in the kitchen. Preparation of food products done the 
day of the event included Terry and Micky Bolamperti, Larry Pence, and Kim Rodino. The volunteers plating 
the meals were Terry Clark and Joe Gregory. Those that served the meals, waited tables and worked  
diligently and cheerfully to serve the guests include Sonia Risicato, Julia Brecht-Johnson, Jessie Kimble,  
Adriana Craig and Dominic Delano. These volunteers were personally named, recognized and thanked at the 
event. Tom and these dedicated volunteers made the event a success. Many thanks to each and every one of 
you for a job well done! The evening was enjoyable with a great meal, fine wine and good times. SALUTE! 
Submitted by Terry Bolamperti  
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Pasta Amore 
Open Every Day From  

4:30 p.m. to Close 
Family Style Option on Sundays  

 
Rockbrook Village  

108th & Center 
402.391.2585 

www.pastaamore.com 

ROBERT O’MALLEY D.D.S. 

TALIA BOLAMPERTI-O’MALLEY D.D.S. 

TERRY BOLAMPERTI D.D.S. 

NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES WELCOME 

14801 W. CENTER RD.  OMAHA, NE 68144 

402-330-2007 

3609 S. 50TH ST., OMAHA, NE 68106 

402-556-3070 
www.BolampertiOMalleyDental.com 

  
  

TGIF ITALIAN STYLE- PIZZA NIGHT 
 It’s been a year since the Society held its last TGIF Italian Style - Pizza Night. On April 10th we put on our second Pizza Night at 

the Palazzo from 5:30 until 8:00 pm. The crowd was twice the size as last years. For a donation of $12.00 guests could get 2 or 3 pieces of 

Festa Pizza, either sausage or tomato and cheese, and an Italian salad. Refreshments were also available at the bar. We sold well over 100 

pizzas. Half of the pizzas were freshly cooked and eaten that night and the other half were ordered earlier as frozen “Take and Bake”  

pizzas to take home and bake. We received many compliments on the flavor of the pizzas and the salad. Many commented that it was 

great getting to taste Festa Pizza in April (6 months before the Festa). Once again we had a great group of volunteers. I want to thank 

Larry Pence, who earlier in the week, grated all the cheese, cooked and prepared the crumbled sausage and helped make the tomato 

pizza sauce and helped prepare some of the “Take and Bake” pizzas. Thursday morning and afternoon Wayne Moore, Terry Clark, Larry 

Belfiore and myself made the pizzas, panned and wrapped them and froze them for the “Take and Bake” pre-ordered pizzas. This crew 

also made the Italian salad dressing and made the individual small cups of dressing for the salads to be served on Friday. Then on Friday 

afternoon Tom Morinelli cut the head-lettuces and dished out the salad and dressings cups in individual bowls. Then Wayne Moore, Nick 

Phillips, Tom Clark, Pat Sharrar and myself made all the pizzas that were served fresh Friday. Pat cooked the pizza, Tom Clark ran the pizza 

to the serving line and Beth Gibbs served the guests. John Portera and Joe Daniels bartended at the very busy bar and also sold gelato. 

Ted Nestroyl and Beth Phillips greeted guests at the front desk and also distributed and sold all the “Take and Bake” pizzas. Special thanks 

goes out to those that stayed late with clean-up of the kitchen and the ballroom. We cannot give enough thanks to our AIHS secretary, 

Beth Phillips, for all her work in the entire month prior to the event for all her organizational skills that always keep things running 

smoothly at the Palazzo. As you can see it takes an enormous amount of volunteer help to put on a 2 & 1/2 hour pizza fundraiser. They’re 

are all appreciated and we are blessed to have such great volunteers. Mille Grazie a Tutti.  

Submitted by President Terry Bolamperti           
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MULTICULTURAL FAIR at WESTSIDE HIGH SCHOOL 

A celebration of cultures sponsored by the Westside Community Schools was held on Saturday, May 2nd 
from noon – 3 PM. The fair had 30 different ethnic groups on display. It was estimated that over 500 people 
attended the free event.  

The event included table displays, dancers, drummers, music performances, Taekwondo and Bocce Ball. 
The Italian culture was represented by members of the American Italian Heritage Society, Sons and  
Daughters of Italy, Santa Lucia Society, and Carlentini Omaha Association. Our display included a colorful 
assortment of foods, pictures, books, clothing, recipes, kids’ activities and bocce ball. Participants from these 
organizations included Carmen Grosse, Dana Morinelli, Barrett Williams, Mila Williams, Tom Morinelli, Pat 
Venditte and Sheri Kanger. A special thanks goes out to Rose Koch and Mary Ann Sofio for providing/baking 
over 400 homemade biscotti to share with all attending the fair.  
 
The Multicultural Fair was a beautiful event with beautiful people, a blend of cultures coming together and 
being able to share, connect and learn about each other’s heritage.  

A note of thanks was passed along to our Italian team from Danielle Herzog, the Westside Community 

Schools coordinator of special projects- “A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make this event so 

special. We are truly grateful to those who brought cookies (biscotti), stickers, and thoughtful touches that 

added so much joy. Your generosity did not go unnoticed. I was delightedly surprised by the bocce ball – it 

was a highlight for so many!”  

 

          Submitted by Tom Morinelli  

 

Angelo DeSanto Memorial 

Long time Society member Angelo John DeSanto passed away April 12, 2026. Angelo was 
born February 28, 1947 in Rochester, NY. He enlisted in the United States Air Force in 1966 
and was stationed at Offutt Airforce Base Omaha, Nebraska; Osan Air Base South Korea; 
and Bolling Air Force Base Washington DC. After serving six years, Angelo returned to  
Omaha where he raised his family working in retail until becoming a family counselor, guiding 
at risk boys at Omaha Home for Boys. Angelo completed his Criminal Justice degree at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha. He joined the State Of Nebraska Juvenile Probation Office 
and later transitioned to Adult Probation. As a Senior Probation Officer, Angelo supervised 
high risk offenders and worked closely with the Omaha Police Department’s (OPD) Gang 
Unit. He spent 33 years with the Probation Office before retiring in June 2021. Angelo met his 
wife, Jane, and married in 1994. They established their life and family in Omaha, offering  
mutual support for each other's careers and volunteer activities. Unable to engage in athletic 
endeavors, Angelo and Jane sponsored an exchange student from Italy who lived with them 
for 2 years. Angelo took great pride in his Italian roots and often showed if off by wearing 
sweatshirts with related designs. As members of the American Italian Heritage Society, they frequented pasta dinners 
and annual La Festa Italiana celebrations. Please keep Angelo’s family in your thoughts and prayers.  
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Shrimp Salad           pg. 38           Mrs. Angelo Perry, Sr. 

1 (8 oz.) pkg. chicken Rice-A-Roni  4 celery stalks, chopped 
1 (6 oz.) jar marinated artichoke   2 T. chopped parsley 
    hearts, cut up & liquid reserved   1 green bell pepper, finely chopped 
1 (12 oz.) can artichoke hearts,    1 lb. cooked small shrimp 
    drained & cut up (these are    1 sm. can sliced ripe olives,  
    not marinated)          drained 
1 bunch green onions, chopped    Water chestnuts (optional) 
Mayonnaise 
 
 

Prepare Rice-A-Roni according to package directions and  
refrigerate. Combine cold Rice-A-Roni with the remaining  
ingredients and add enough mayonnaise to hold salad  
together. Enjoy!  
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PRAYERS FOR OUR MEMBERS 

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers our members who are ill, including Ted Bolamperti, George 
Grillo, Cookie Mascarello-Ladwig, Geno Crisafulli, Maria Leo, Margo Pirruccello, Ann Marie Falco-Marr, 
Judge Joe Troia, Tara & Tim Virgilito, Cecilia Bellinghiere, Sam & Lucy Marasco, Lou Buda, Joan 
Gentzler, Kathy Eichelberg, Leo Fascianella, and Heather Goertz—daughter of Gary & Mary Kay Ford.  

facebook.com/AIHSOmaha www.omahaitaly.com secretary@omahaitaly.com 

WE NEED YOU!  

We need a volunteer to chair the Membership Summer Picnic on Sunday, May 31st 1-5 PM. 
You will have the help of other Society volunteers. Please call Beth at 402-493-8888 x 1.  

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Please help us grow our membership. If you can get two new members to join, we could double 
our membership!  

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS  

 AIHS SCHOLARSHIP: We will be offering two generous scholarships. Applications are now availa-
ble to members’ children attending a credited college. Must be paid members for 2 years.  

THE JOHN SCIGLIANO SCHOLARSHIP: We are now taking applications for any AIHS members’ 
children and grandchildren attending Creighton University in the science program.  

If interested, please call the AIHS office at 402-493-8888 x 1 or email secretary@omahaitaly.com, 
for either application. Applications are due by the end of May.  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

We would like to warmly welcome our new members; Duke Stoddard and Linda Dempsey.  
We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events.  

ANNUAL MEMBER’S SUMMER PICNIC  

         Sunday, May 31st 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

• Rain or shine -- Lunch will be served around 2:00 PM 

• Complimentary sausage and peppers, hotdogs, snacks, beer, pop and wine will be served.  

• Members are asked to bring side dishes, salads, appetizers, chips or desserts.  

• We encourage kids of all ages to attend. Horseshoes and bocce balls will be provided.  

• Feel free to bring kid games, baseball bats, balls, gloves, footballs or frisbees.  

• Chairs will not be provided. Please bring lawn chairs & coolers. Feel free to bring  
      pop-up tents.  
• The Palazzo 132nd & Fort Street “Festa Grounds” Enter on the South side. 

RSVP: 402-493-8888 x1 or Secretary@OmahaItaly.com  



5110 North 132 Street  
Omaha, Nebraska 68164 

 

Return Service Requested 

Omaha’s only Italian-inspired venue. Host your 
next wedding or special event with us! 

Call  402-493-8888 

Happy Memorial Day! 

Happy Mother’s Day!  


